THE AESTHETIC APPRECIATION OF WORKS OF ART 


But what then is the aesthetic need? Is it a congeni- 
tal need? a learned need? If it were a congenital need 
would not all Homo sapiens not only have--at more or less 
the same developmental stage--that need but also be in- 
terested in--to more or less the same extent--and capable 
of satisfying--in more or less the same manner--that 
need? What secondary needs (if any) do those who are 
not interested in things aesthetic develop that those 
who are interested in things aesthetic do not? Are they 
parallel needs? If they are parallel needs--as it seems 
likely that they are--to what primary human need are they 
related? Is it not true that Homo sapiens who have a 
need for things aesthetic can satisfy that need by ad- 
dressing themselves either to phenomena that are non- 
autonomous and aesthetic or autonomous and aesthetic? 

Is it not perhaps because the aesthetic need can be 
satisfied by phenomena that are nonautonomous and aes- 
thetic that those who are not at all interested in works 
of art or those who are interested in works of art but 
who find themselves in environments in which there are 
few if any works of art or those who are interested in 
works of art and who are in environments where works of 
art are to be found but who are not at a given moment 
interested in works of art often satisfy that need by 
addressing themselves to nature? Is it rational to 
suggest that some degree of education is required in 
order to satisfy an aesthetic need by contemplating an 
autonomous-aesthetic phenomenon whereas that is not 
necessarily the case in order to satisfy an aesthetic 
need by contemplating a nonautonomous-aesthetic phenome- 
non? In what ways (if any) is aesthetic satisfaction 
from phenomena that are at the same time autonomous and 
aesthetic different from aesthetic satisfaction from 
phenomena that are at the same time nonautonomous and 
aesthetic? What percentage of Homo sapiens living at 
the moment have a need for things aesthetic? Is that 
percentage greater or smaller now than it was three hun- 
dred years ago? than it was six hundred years ago? 

than it was fifteen hundred years ago? than it was 
three thousand years ago? than it was ten thousand 
years ago? Given the attention that is devoted to for- 
mal education in the twentieth century is it not likely 
that the percentage of Homo sapiens who are at the mo- 
ment interested in satisfying their aesthetic needs by 
addressing themselves to phenomena that are at the same 
time autonomous and aesthetic is greater at the moment 
than it has ever been in the entire period of time that 
animal bipes implume has had an aesthetic need so called? 





